ULSTER LEAGUE   -   PLAYING RULES

1. The league shall be open to all affiliated clubs in the Ulster Branch BUI.  Affiliated clubs from other Branches may be accepted subject to the approval of their Branches.

2. The team entry fee shall be agreed at the AGM and must be returned with the entry form.  Teams playing in a central hall shall pay a match fee as per amount stated on the entry form. Teams or parts of teams failing to appear shall not only pay their own match fees but also those of their opponents who did not get a game.

3. The League teams shall consist of 4 ladies and 4 men, each match comprising 4 mixed doubles, 2 mens doubles and 2 ladies doubles. The doubles pairs shall play in order of merit, however the 1st mens doubles pair must play 1st and 2nd mixed.  Teams may be composed of players of any grading.

If a player fails to turn up for a team that team shall forfeit that players games and all games below them in order of merit. This rule shall be applied whether or not the team knows beforehand of the absence of the player.

4. Teams in Divisions 1 - 4 must use feather shuttles as defined at the AGM. Teams in the lower divisions have a choice of shuttle which shall be decided by majority vote. All matches to start as per programme.  Penalties, both financial and match points, maybe imposed for late/non arrival.

5. One point shall be awarded to a team for each game won, i.e. 8 points are awarded in each match.

6. Each game shall consists of three sets of twenty-one points. If the score is 20 all the side to get a two point lead wins.  If it reaches 29 all the side that win the next rally wins.  A full description of this new scoring system is enclosed.
7. Divisions shall, as far as possible, consist of 6 teams each playing each other twice. The actual number will depend on the entries received and the Committee reserve the right to create smaller or larger divisions.

8. The dates on which all matches are to be played shall be fixed by the Committee at the beginning of the season.  These dates are to be strictly adhered to except that a team may change the date only if road conditions make travelling dangerous.

The Committee may agree to clubs postponing matches due to events such as International matches the dates of which were not known at the start of the season.

9. Teams are given a ranking position in the League according to their position in their division.  Teams winning a division may challenge the bottom team in the division above and if they beat them they exchange ranking places.

In the challenge matches, should the match end equal in games, sets and points then the challenge shall be deemed to have failed.

At the beginning of next season the Committee may adjust the ranking order when they receive the nominated players for the teams, to take into account changes in strength from last season.  New teams entering the League will be assessed and placed appropriately in the ranking order.

The total entry will then be divided, as far as possible, into groups of 6 to create the divisions for the new season. 

10. Clubs may enter as many teams as they wish and two or more teams from one club may play in the same division. However a player may never play for two teams in the same division.

11. The Entry Form must include:

(a) the registered players of each team or teams

(b) the complete list of reserves for the teams.

Only those players whose names appear on the Entry Form may play for the team. Clubs may add names to the reserve list during the season but new names must be notified in writing to the League Match Secretary before they may be played. If the new registrations are considered stronger than the remainder of the team they may be refused.

12. A registered player of a team may not play for a lower team.

13. A player may play for a higher team without this affecting his/her availability for his/her own team but the players registered for the lower team must be of a lower standard to those registered for the higher team.

14. A player may not play for more than one Club in the League in any one season.

15. A team breaking Rules 11, 12 or 14 shall be penalised as follows:

All games in which the illegal player participated and all games below in order of merit shall be awarded to the opposing team.

